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TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER. 


aA Hinke it not ſtrange belo- 
RES vcd in Chrilt Ieſus, I come | 
I in with my poore mite a» | 
wongtt che rich gifts of ma- 
ny learned writers publiſned 
in the kingdome (whoſe excellencie 1 
reuerence, and whoſe earneſt I earneſtly 
deſire, for the bene fit of Gods Church, | 
and the confuſion of the kingdome | 
of Satan.) It is the benefit of the ſimple I I 
deſire and ayme'at; if thou canſ from ſo 
filly flower ſucke but one drop of honey | 
to ſweeten thy fouls, my labour is not 
loſt, my gift not to be deſpiſed, reade then 
and conſider, and God grant his bleſſngs 

to reſt on his one ordinance, to the glo- 
ry of his bleſſed name, Amen. N 
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Tinf:l4 in Su dex, eThine in Chriſt Hamphry Euer. 
Te the ynworthy Miniſter of 3 
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RECOMPENCE 


of the Righteous. 


A SERMON PREACHED 
at Linficld inSu//exe 


MA TH. 25. verſ. 36. 
And the Righteous ſpall got into life es 


ternall, 


{| N the Parable of the 
= N Sl Tares, Math. 13.24 bur 
Sauiour Chꝛiſt ſheweth 
FE that it is Gods pleaſure, 
Ne) that in this life the wic- 

need ſhall not be roted out 
kom amongit the righteous : and pet af 
te harneſt, that is at the later day, there 

q hall be a difference made between them. 
Now in this example of the generall 
zudgemtt ofthat dap, our Dauiour ſhews 


eth, that the difference then made ſhall 
A 2 i BY 
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2 The recompence 
bes foure- fold. Firſt, of their Perſons 
verſe 23, Setcondly, of their wozkes, 
verſe 35.42. Thirdlp, ot their condition, 
verſe 34, 41, Fourthly, of their reward, 
in this 46, verſe, Df the peculiar of the 
riahteons J make chopce at this time to 
ſpeake, that it may be an incouragement 
to the euill to foꝛſake their wicked waies, 
to liue the life ot the righteous, that their 
latter end may be like vnto his: and to 
the god to perſeucr in their righteous re⸗ 
ſolutions begun, that theic labour may | 
not be in vaine in theLo2d. Curious de- 
uiſton of the woꝛds J purpoſely omit, one⸗ 
ly as they ly they yeald vs this inſtrudtion. 
Dock. That the tuff ſhail aſſuredly receiue 
| the recompence of eternall happineſſe in 
the life to come. This doctrine is further 
confirmed by thefe tert of Dccipture , 
Mache13.43. Dan. 12. 2. Ro. 2.7. 1 Cor. 
1 Tim, 3. 8. 
1 Reaſon Pecanie the members of that body 
1 whereof Chziſt is the head, who being 
entced into glozp beſoze, his members 
muſt nods lolluw and not be left behind: 
foꝛ hee accounteth himſelfe not full with⸗ 
out them, ko: which cauſe the Church is 
Wy called his fuln: Te. Ephel. 1. 23. 
Wi2 2-7 Becaute they are freed from the * 
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of the Righteous, 3 
of the Law, wherennts they are natural⸗ 
ly ſubiea fo2 their coꝛruptions and franſ- 
greſſions, and being deliuered from the 
curſe, are made partakers of the bleſſing. 
Gal. 3.13. 14. 
Becauſe they are cloathed with the; Rea. 
righteouſnes of Chꝛiſt, ſo althought they 
be by nature impure and vnholy, yet in 
the righteoulneſſe of Chꝛʒiſt made thetrs, 
J they ſtand in Gods ſight righteous and 
holy as he is, 1 Cor,1,30, 
Foz our further inſtruction in this point 
eure things are to be confidered, 
1 Firſt, why the happineſſe of the bleſſed 
Is called lie- 
| Secondly, wherein their happinelke 
1 confilfeth. 


q 


| 
Thirdlp, how many ſozts of thoſe that 
5 


4 are to be partakers of this happineſſe. 
Fourthlp, by what meanes we thall 
attaine to it. 
y | Fo? the firſt, the happines ofthe bleſſed x Cons. 
x Ris not theretoze called life, becauſe it hath 
s {ſemblance o? our tempozall life, as ſome 
gppoſe: but onthe contrary the courſe of 
hs - pilgrimage is called life, becauſe of 
is mall reſemblance it hath of the fate of 
che gloztfted : foz the happines of the bleſs 
le ſſed is the true life, _ line neuer to dye, 
of 3 71 
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4 Therecompence 


and inioy that light that chall neuer be ob⸗ 
ſerned ; on the confrary sur age is fo far 
from being a true life, as that it is a very 
death, bocanſe enery moment of our life 
is a ſteppe to death: and as Seneca ſaith, 
quotidie morinut quotidie en demitur 
aliquapars vitæ: wer die daily, fo2 euer 
day ſome part of our life is taken away: a 
moꝛtall man from the fürſt moment of his 
quickning is dꝛawing on (as wer ſay) to 

4 death. | | 
BF 3 Cexs, Fo2 the ſecond, wherein the happineſſe | 
5 1 of the glo2ified conſſteth. As the pumſh⸗ 
ment of the damned ſtandeth generally in 
two things pæ na damni et pæna ſenlgae, | 
the lolle ol happines, and the ſenſo of toꝛ⸗ 
ments, Do both the happineſle of the glo⸗ 
rified conſiſt in abſolute frædome from all 
euill, and a full poſſeſſion of all god, Apo: 
. : 
Their poſitiue gods ? Pꝛerogatiues 
ſecond part of their hap⸗Poſſellions. 

1 pines ſtand in 3. things. / Pꝛoperties. 
Blk! © re, Their firſt pꝛerogatiue is that which is 
ine. giuen them. Apo. 1.6. That they ſhall be 
made Kings and Prieſts to God the Fa- 
ther: Cheꝛiſtians are Kings and Pꝛieſts 
"lh | in this life Kings; ſo far as they rule ouery | 
\..1 their ünkul affections,Pziefts,in erty 
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vp ſacrifices of pzayer, pꝛaiſe, & ſanctified 
tines to God: but in their eſtate of happi⸗ 
neſle their regalitie and pzieſt-hod ſhalbs 
perfected, inſomuch as they ſhall fully 
reigne ouer all ſin and ſinfull affections, 
and ſhall offer bp ſuch ſacrifices vnto God 
in pꝛapſes, as ſhall be free from ſpot and 
imperfection. ; 
Their ſecond pꝛersgakiue is giuen bY 2 rem 
. our Dauiour Chziſt : Math: 1 9. 28. yee ; 
{| which followed mee in the regeneration, 
hall fie vpon the twelue thrones, and ; 
iudge the twelue tribes of Iſrael, and cone i 
| 


1 firmed by the Apoſtle: The Saints (hall | 
7 iudge the world: the Saints ſhall judge | 
the Angels, 1 Cor. 6. 2. 3. ſo that they ſhall 5 
haue the pꝛerogatiue not onely of Rings { 1 
and Pꝛieſts, but alſo of Judges, the firſt || 
| concerneth the whole continuance of 

I their effate in happineſſe, the ſecond one⸗ 

le the beginning thereof, 5 

f The things Cr. Such as concerne 9 poſſeſſe. 


* yonly. 
they poſſeſſs 


— and ſoule. 

Firft, that which concerneth the body 

is, that it ſhalbe cloathed with immozfalis 

tie and incoꝛruption, lo that it thall bs no |, 

Cee to death oz changing, no: ll 
A 4 turne = 


ae recompence 
furne into a coꝛruptible carcaſſe. 1 Cor; 
13. 33. 
2. Secondly, the body ſhall bee cloathed 
with great aud orcellent gloʒy. Math. 13. 
43. vet in that glozp thall be differences, 
{ſecundum magis & minus, attozding to 
their differences in meaſure of grace 
Nc. wpillk they liued here. 1 Cor. 15.41.42. 
- That which concerneth both ſoule and 
body, is that they beth ſhall be filled witg 
all true iopes and delights fo2 euer. Pal. 
36.8.Elay 51. 11. and how great theſe 
iopes ſhall bee our Samour Chaiſt doth " 
ſhew, where he calleth it, our Maſters ioy. 
Math. 25. 12. that is, that toy which our 
Hauiour Chꝛiſt aur Lozd and Maſter is 
entred into. Now if the peacs of conſciece | 
being only a taſt oftheſe iopes, be ſo great 
as that it paſſeth all vnderſtand ing. Phil. 
4˙7· oh how vnſpeakable ſhall theſe toyes | 
bee in the full fruition and poſſeſſion of 
them. Furthermoze, all theſe pleaſures 
pꝛotæde from the viftion and ſight of God 
as the beames from the Sun, 1 Cor. 13. 
12.1 loh.3. 2. and the reaſon is becauſe 
true delights doe reſt there, and are there 
to be found as in the fountaine and well⸗ 
ſpꝛing of them. pſal, 16. 11. 
Their excellent —_— although 
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they be many, yst may bee reduced vnte 
two heads, 


V 
CE an 2, 8 
1 
. 


Firſt, they ſhall haus abſolute and per- Prager. if 


fect knowledge which ſs much ſhall exceed 
the greateſt meaſure of knowledge in this 
life, as the whole exceds the part, 1 Cor. 
13 22 12. 


Whether ſhall wer know each other in . 


the life to come. 

Some hold pea; and that our know- 
ledge in that kinde ſhalbe ſo mnch increas 
ſed,gs that we ſhall know not oncly thoſe 
whom we haue knowne here, but alſo o- 
thers whom wee neuer knew. Others de- 
ny it, becauſe they ſay, all earthly know⸗ 
ledge (yall be taken away, but to know 
my father mother;xc.in the life to come is 
an earthly knowledge, and therfoze paſſed 
amongiſt the firft things. A reply ił by an 
earthly knowledge they mean this know- 
ledge iopned with earthly reſpects (as of 
obedince, as to an earthly father, æc.) I 
grant there ſhall bee no ſuch Knowledge: 
If by an earthly knowledge, they meane 
the knowledge c remembzance of things 
done on the earth, and paſſed, A ſay it is 


falſe to ſap the glozified.can haue no ſuch 


knowledge : foz why dos the gloaifiev 


Hartyzs —_— how long Lord, how 
long 


I he recmpence 


long,&c. Apoc. 6. 10. if they did nof both 
know and remember their perſecutions? 
Thirdly, ik by an earthly knowledge they 
meane a naturall knowledge, J anſwer, 
that in ſo much as the gloziſied Saints 
Hall not be altogecher deliuered from the 
pꝛoperties ot a naturall man, but from 
ſuch as perticipate ol imperfection and 
coʒruption, I ſes no reaſon why he ſhould 

bs debarred from a naturall knowledge 
not imperkect oz coꝛrupt, but to know this 
perſon to haue bene my father, mother, 

oz the like, doth not moze partake of ini⸗ 
perfection oz cozruption, then to know 
and remember in that life, the perſecuti⸗ 
ons and afflidions of the life paſſed. b 
Their ſecond excellent pzoperty ſhalbe * 
increaſe of theirloue towards God, which 
as a flame ſhall riſe vp to Godzmany wa- 
ters gathered together into one, make a 
ſea, ſo when all pur ſelf-loue, loue of wife, 
parents, child zen. earthly things, yea, of 
Fnfull luſtes is all turned into the loue of 
God, then dcubtleſſe great and glozious 
ſhall be our loue. And this great loue of 
God is the motiue that ſtirreth vp the glo- 
rifted Saints to the pꝛaiſes of God with-- | 
out ceaſing oz wearmeſſe, æpOOa. 4. 8. 10. 


Foz as the ſenſe of wants dos moue * 
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of the Righteous: 
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ts pꝛaper, ſo the loue of Gods mercies doe 


moue vs to pꝛaiſes. 
| How many ſoꝛts are of thoſe that ſhall 3 
be partakers of this happineſſe, 1. Thoſe 
that liue godly from their very firſt pears 
of diſcretion, that are ſanctiſied as Iohn 
the Baptiſt from their mothers wombe, 
Luke 1.15. theſe are thoſe that are called 
info Gods vineyard at the bꝛeake of day, 
Math. 20. 1. The fewer ſoꝛt are conuerts 
who are called home to God after the 
courſe of a wicked and carnall life, thsſe 
are thoſe that are called into the vinepard 
af other houres of the dap, ſome rather 
ſome later, as it pleaſeth God to ſœke 
them, neither is this pꝛiuiledge ofthis ſozt 
ſmall,foz Chꝛiſt ſaith, there is ioy in hea- 
ven, and ioy i in the. preſence of the An- 
gels of God, for one ſinner that conuert- 
eth: Luke 15.7. 11. In this ranke wir 
haue fo: example. The p ublican, Luk. 18. 
13. The pꝛodigall — Luk. 15. 20 21. 
Zzacheus. Luke 19.8, 9. The thefts on the 
Croſſe called at the laſt houre, Luk. 23.42 
The wapes wherein wer walke to this 4 
happineſſe are thꝛe. 1, Faith in Jeſus © 
Chaſt, Math. 16. 16. Ioh. 3. 14, 15. 
2. God wozgkes the fruits of faith, Rom. 2, 
7. 3 14. 13. 3. Suffrings, Ro. 8.17. 
— 4 
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79 e recompence 


where the Apoſtle teacheth that Chziſtian 
perfection of this life is not fulfilled in all 
poſſible p2actice of pietie, whereby we are 
made confoꝛmable to Chziſt in holy obe⸗ 
dience, vnleſle there be alſo a confo2mitte 
to Chꝛiſt in his ſufferings, + the reaſon is, 
becauſe Chꝛiſtian integritie cannot goe 
ſcot fre from perſecution, 2 Tim. 3. 13. 
This doctrine may encourage vs to vn- 
dergoe and to ſuffer the difficultie and ſes 
berity of a godly and Chailſtian life foz the 
greatrecompence ſake that is ſet befo2e 
vs: although the gate be ſtraight, and the 
way narrow that leadeth to life, Math. 7. 
14. pet life at the end of the paſſage is a 
ſuffictent motiue to cauſe vs to enter and 
paſſe thzough it, men labour here with 
ſweat # care foz the maintenance of this 
tempozall life, although euer full of ſoz- 
rowes and veration, which alſo at length 
notwithſtanding all their labours and 
cares will leaue them, oh how great la- 
bours then ſhould we vndergoe, that wa 
may obtaine and enioy this eternall life, 
accompanied with all toyes that neuer 
ſhall haue change oz ending ! but men 
now adayes dare not labour ſoꝛ the fode 
which periſheth not, foz foare of looking 
that fode which periſheth , they lay r 
Cann 
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of theRighteous. 
cannot let their wozk fo follow Sermons, 
to reade, to meditate, and pꝛap; they be 
weary with their werkes wozke , thep 
muſt ite abed on Dundayes, they cannot 
ſpare time fo2 their ſeruants to learne the 
pꝛinciples of religion, they haue other 
ich to ſethe. But were not he a fle, that 
would neglea to pꝛoſecute the inheritance 
of a kingdome, which on conditions her 
might obtaine, fo2 feare ofiooftng a few 
moueables at home, which alſo he is not 
ſure to kerpe an houre:ns leſte is the folip 
oftheſe men that will refuſe to ſ&ke the 
kingdome of heauen and life eternal, 
which through Chzift thep may obtarne 
fo2 euer, fo2 feare-of hinderance in their 
tempozail eſtate which may bee taken 
from them in an houre. 


It may be a powerfull motiue to wean? 27. 


vs from theloueof the world and carthlp 
pleaſures, which are the maine meanes te 
kœpe vs from this happineſle, and to 
dzowne vs in perditi n and deſtrucion, r 
II m. 6. 9. Me that might get a kingdome 
would he regard a cottage, he that might 
haue gold would he regard a counter, and 
is it not a moſt vile folly that men will fs 
much regard earthly riches, Which either 
will fozlake them, oz viſe muſt bg . 
9 


11 


12 Therecowpence. 


ok them that foꝛ the loue of them they will 
loſe thoſg heauenly riches, which ſhall ne⸗ 
ter periſh, fo2ſake vs,c2 be foꝛſaken of vs. 
Math. 6. 20. What are all things in this 
life but vanitie and veration of ſpirit ? as 
the wiſe-man teacheth, Eccle. 2.7, what 
he gained then that gained a wo2ld, what 
bath he obtained that iniopeth all the 
pleaſures of this life? furely he hath gai⸗ 
ned vanity and loft eternitp, he hath got- 
ten veration of ſpirit, and loſt the fulneſſe 
of toy. 
At map ſtir vs vg pattenfly fo ſuffer all 
the afllictions ofthis life ea, it map make 
them wet vnto vs. The kozmer appꝛe- 
henſtons sf the Aſſurance of a future is 
and pzelferment, make vs ſuffcr our mean 
tſtate without ſenſe of grieuance, F hall 
not the allurance of ſo vnſpeakable toy 
appꝛehended by faith , of ſuch toy ſay 
as neither eyc hath ſ&ne,eare hath heard, 
noꝛ hath entred into the heart ok man, 1. 
Cor. 2.9. make vs ſuffer the ſozrowes of 
this life wit) gladneſſe ? True it is. many 
are the tribulations of the righteous, 
yea, they are great, Pſalme 34. 19. they 
are of diners ſoꝛts, as the rage and ſubtil⸗ 
tie of Satan, and his inſtruments can 


inuent, but if their greatneſſe multitude 
and 
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ot the Rignteous; . 
and variety, be compared with the great⸗ 
nefſe multitude and varieties ofthe toys of 
heauen, there is ns compariſon bettocene 
them, neither is the one wozthy of the o⸗ 
ther. Kom. 8. 18. 


It map ſerue fo2 the comfozt of all the 4 Je. 
faithfull ſeruants of God, that after the * 


time of their labours, thep ſhall haue a 
time of reſt, alter their time of weping, 


they ſhall haue a time of reiopcing. That 


although their werping fo2 afflictions cons 
tinue to the ending of their fempo2all life, 
pet top ſhall come in the mozning of their 
reſurrection. PI. 30. 5. That although they 
ſow to the ſpirit during this life in teares, 
pet they ſhall reape all happineſſe in the 
life to come in eternall iopes. Pſal. 126.3. 
that although now the world retopce and 
triumph, and they mourns and lament, 
pet men, the men of this wo:ld ſhall wep, 
waile, and gnaſh their fxth foz euer: 
their ſorrow (hall be turned into eternall 
ioy, Toh. 16, 20, Which he that 
made vs giue vs, and ta 
which hw that bought 
s being vs. 


Amen. 
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